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Education Alumna Sarah Hecht named 
Hazelwood School District Teacher of the Year

Sarah Hecht knew something was up when Hazelwood School District Superintendent Nettie Collins-Hart 
walked into her classroom with a camera crew in tow.

“I think it kind of scared my students,” Hecht said with a laugh. “They didn’t know what to do.”

Hecht hardly knew what to do herself, but the surprising fanfare came with good news. Collins-Hart 
informed Hecht, a second grade teacher at McCurdy Elementary School, that her peers named her the 
2021-2022 Hazelwood School District Teacher of the Year.

Collins-Hart commended Hecht’s dedication to her students at the impromptu celebration.

“We are so fortunate to have Ms. Hecht in our school district,” Collins-Hart said. “Her ability to connect 
with students and provide innovative instruction is awe-inspiring.”

Hecht, a two-time graduate of the College of Education at the University of Missouri–St. Louis, said the 
accolade was particularly meaningful as a resident of Florissant, where McCurdy is located, and as a 2003 
graduate of Hazelwood Central High School.

“I still feel like I’m in shock sometimes because I live in the community,” she said. “So, everywhere I go, 
even when I went to the dentist, they’re like, ‘Congratulations!’ I’m very humbled by it. It’s nice to be 
recognized for the things you do. I’m still shocked I won out of everybody – it’s a big district.”

As a young student in the Hazelwood School District, Hecht always looked up to her teachers and realized 
early on that she wanted to go into education. Like many future educators, she emulated her role models 
at home and looked for pupils wherever she could find them.

“I used to play school all the time,” she said. “Me and my friend would have a summer school where we 
would teach our little brothers and sisters, whether they liked it or not.”

Later on, she had opportunities to work with children while volunteering at her church and the Hazelwood 
Central Early Childhood Education Center. Those experiences confirmed her decision to pursue a degree in 
elementary education.
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